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21 July 1987 
Farmer CIA Chief Says America Faces Constitutional Questian 


By RICH CARTIERE, Associated Press Writer 


ages 
SAN FRANCISCO GUAAG, 


Farmer Cia Directar William €. Colty says te twelieves the dilemma posed ty 


heteene renner er tenet or eae eet 
the tran-Contra affair is whether Americans wan BD continue Congressional 


‘eview of covert Gterations, wich ne thimkS works well. 


"Tf you're going to run a secret operation, yes, they have to be secret, 
They alsa have to b@ well thought cut, and run under authority,” Colty saig 
Monday in a speech to 500 members of the World Affairs Council of Northern 
California. 


“TF they don't stand up ta independent review by Congress, then maybe we 
shouldn’t be doing them, and maybe we'd save ourselves a lot of trouble.” 


Oversight by Select committees af the House and Senate was adopted at the 
beginning of Colby’s tenure at the Central Intelligence Agency following 
several scandals in the early 19705 aver illegal covert operations. Colby served 
as director of the Cis from 1973-76. 


He encouraged Americans to “reaffirm that our Constitution applies ta 
everything we do in the way we run our country.” 


“We may mot oe able to keep all the secrets that some other country would, 
but I think we end up a stronger country because of the cohesion that's due to 
the particigation of qur people.“ 


Caluy arqued that Cangressicnal review has allowed the CIA to conduct 
several covert actions abroad without major controversy by building political 
sunoart verorenand, 

“t fourd that if there is a consensus about a secret program, that it 
basically makes sense, then it either will remain secret or even if it comes out 
it will cause ag protlem," Colby said. 


AS an Example, he cited American support for retels in Afghanistan, which he 
Said was leaked to the media two years ago and has stirred little controversy. 
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It was approved ahead of time ty the Congressional aversight committees, ne 
Said. 


Colby dismissed claims made two weeks ago fy Lt. Cal. Oliver North, the 
former National Security Council aide, that Congress couldn’t be trusted with 
some intelligence secrets. 


North tas admitted misleading Congress aucGut NSC sperations to Fund 
Nicaraguan rebeis with proceeds from arms sales to Iran. In testimony befora a 
Cangressicnal committee, North implied Congress couldn't be trusted. 


“T know Lots of Congressmen who have kept a lot of secrets,” said Colby. 


Cokoy called the actions of North and former National Security Advisor Jahn 
Poindexter those of "enthustastic amateurs,” not typical of the “modern 
intelligence system® the CIA runs. 


On Moriday, Poindexter defended misleading Congress and the public ateut the 
Iran arms deals on the grounds that the American people “don’t want to know” 
U.S. secrets. 
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